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In Christ’s care,
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Winter at HRBC
Deck the Halls – Monday, November 23 – 6:00 pm
“It’s the most, wonderful time of the year!” And it's time to decorate for the
Advent and Christmas season. We are in most need of adults, college students and
youth to adorn the sanctuary as quickly and safely as possible. Masks and social
distancing will be required. The big question is this, Why are we decorating the
sanctuary when all of our worship in the near future will be online? The answer is
that because the things and colors that we use for decorations are symbols of who
Jesus Christ is as God in flesh and Savior of the World. As our worship goes out
online, it can go anywhere in the world. Additionally, our sanctuary has been a
symbol of beauty and worship to tens of thousands of people in our greater
community as they drive by. So please plan to help us make this beautiful
expression of love for our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Drive-Through Living Nativity – December 5 and 6 – 7:00-9:00 pm
It has been since the mid 2000’s since we last held our Drive-Through Living
Nativity. After a 10-year run, we decided it was time to move on to share new
expressions of Christ’s birth to our community. This year, however, is THE year to
bring it back. At 7:00 pm the gates will open to our parking lot adjacent to St.
Edwards. Cars will drive along the length of our parking lot parallel to Huguenot
Road. They will pass three lighted scenes - the Angel pronouncement to the
Shepherds, the Wise Men following the star and the Nativity itself. Each scene will
have live actors and animals. You will also hear beautiful Christmas music at each
scene which was recorded on November 1 by our United Praise and Chancel
Choirs. Make plans now to join us on one of these nights. Invite your friends and
neighbors to join us as well.
We also invite our members to participate!
Nativity Construction (asap) – Ned Dunford, lead - call or text him at 804-357-0785
Costume Coordinator – Call or text Phillip Brown to volunteer 804-833-6855
Casting (older students – adults) – Call or text Phillip Brown at 804-833-6855

Gratis Concert Series – December 20 – 5:00 pm
“Comfort and Joy” – Noels, Carols and Chorales of the Season
This is the next installment of the concert series by our very own Dr. DouglasJayd Burn, Artist-in-Residence/Organist/Music Assistant. Join Douglas-Jayd and
friends by livestream in real time or view it later at your leisure. This concert is
designed to be a joyful and comforting program of music for your Christmas
season and one that you will truly treasure. More details for viewing will be
coming soon. A link will be added to our church website.

Christmas Eve Online Worship, December 24 – 6:00 pm
As the Grinch (aka the pandemic) in Dr. Seuss’ book mused “He HADN’T
stopped Christmas from coming! IT CAME! Somehow or other, it came just the
same!” Even though we will not meet in person on Christmas Eve, worship will
take place. There will be the lighting of the Christ Candle, carols, scriptures,
prayers, special music, communion, a message from our pastor and of course,
“Silent Night.” Tune in to the link, posted on the church website, in real time or
at a time more convenient to your schedule. Be sure to invite others to tune in
and share the link!

Community Christmas Tree
Make an ornament that can be used outdoors and bring it to place on the
Christmas tree in the courtyard. This tree will be up beginning the week of
December 7. You may come anytime to place your ornament on the tree. Need
an idea for an ornament? Let it reflect how God has sustained you throughout
this pandemic and Christmas season. Since this tree will be outdoors, be aware
that the ornament needs to be durable to the weather and that you may not get
it back. Homemade ornaments are encouraged!

KEEPING OUR CONGREGATION AND COMMUNITY
SAFE
In response to the rising number of Covid-19 cases, hospital admissions, and
anticipated Thanksgiving and Christmas gatherings, leaders and staff at HRBC have
discerned that it is in the best interest of the congregation and community that we
return to online only worship beginning Sunday, November 29.
While this is a difficult decision, especially with the Advent and Christmas seasons
looming, we feel this is the best option and will ensure our congregation will remain
safe during this recent surge. Because our society is so interconnected, we also believe
this decision is a way the church can be a good neighbor, doing our part to keep the
number of infections at bay.
In March, during the first phase of online only worship, we did not know very much
about the virus. But the whole congregation responded in a spirit of unity and care.
We learned a lot about how to safely gather during the summer and we have
successfully worshiped together, with masks and at a distance, since June. We all have
been pioneers in our new reality and have done a great job balancing safety and
moving forward.
Now, the virus is spreading at a much greater rate than in the spring. It is time again
for the congregation to sacrifice so that together our state, nation and world can come
through this pandemic safely. While the Governor's executive order exempts
religious institutions, we believe this is truly a way we can put action to the command
to "love your neighbor as yourself." (Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:39)
Unlike in March, HRBC will not stop everything. Because the Governor's executive
order allows for gatherings under 25, small group gatherings will continue among
church small groups that involve:
10 or fewer who choose to meet in one of the multipurpose rooms
15 or fewer who choose to meet in the gym
25 or fewer who choose to meet outside on the church grounds
The drive-thru living nativity will continue as planned on December 5 and 6. There
will also be creative ways we can observe Advent and celebrate Christmas, together.
This includes decorating a community Christmas tree in the church courtyard, livestreaming a Christmas concert featuring Dr. Douglas-Jayd Burn, and joining the
various zoom small groups offered during the week.
Church leadership will evaluate our response to the pandemic each month in order to
determine when it will be safe to return. Please keep watch for announcements
through the church website, Facebook page, and weekly Milepost e-newsletter.

Looking Back on Our Worship Journey
By Phillip Brown

HRBC continues to be on the cusp and forefront of being nimble to meet the
needs of our worshipers and worship experiences as the pandemic has caused us
to make drastic changes to what we would otherwise normally do on a weekly
basis. We have been blessed to have six months of simultaneous in-person and
online worship. And now, as you know, we will be going back to online worship
only as the pandemic is ramping up. We have been blessed that you, HRBC
folks, have done everything we have asked of you and that we have had the
good fortune of having no outbreaks here because of it.
On the other side of the same coin, we have been blessed with incredible music
- in the midst of the pandemic, Douglas-Jayd came to us to render his artistry
and worship, we have had students from United Praise and the adults from the
Chancel choir and the Awakening Band to step up and help us lead. We have
had dance, violin, cello, harp, guitar, percussion, trumpet, children, youth,
adults and TONS of technical support to help us express our love to God. Our
ushers, greeters and security teams have stepped up to meet the additional
challenges of meeting together. In particular, this fall, we reconnected with
King’s Kids via Zoom. We began “in person” rehearsals with United Praise and
Chancel Choirs who worked expediently to learn all of the Christmas music in 6
weeks. On November 1, we had a professional company come in to record our
music. Singing socially distanced while wearing masks, we got an excellent
recording which will provide the backdrop for the three scenes of our DriveThrough Living Nativity, December 5 & 6. Our journey continues. HRBC, we
are blessed!

Sharron Abell hard at work on
projection; Matt and Olivia leading
Awakening Worship

Rev. Dr. Jim Townsend recently asked our
PrimeTimers, "What gifts have you received that
you didn't know you needed?" Gifts come in
many forms and in many ways. If you think
about this question for a moment, would your
response be different now than before the
pandemic began? Are there gifts we now realize
we really need that before we took for granted?

What Gifts
Have You
Received That
You Didn't
Know You
Needed?

The gift I received
that I didn’t know I
needed was the
affirmation that God
is always with me
and works in his time
no matter what the
circumstances are. I
thank him every day
for being the loving
Father that he is to
all of us.

A gift I received this past year that I didn’t know
I needed was a gift of friendship, kindness and
thanksgiving. Friday, May 22nd, my young
neighbor came by with a lovely arrangement of
red roses and to wish me a Happy Memorial
Day. I wasn’t feeling sad or depressed; however,
her friendship and kindness during this
pandemic and her busy schedule gave me an
extra spurt of energy and a pep-n-my step. What
a wonderful reminder how one person’s actions
can help someone know that friends, God and
angels are all around!

- Betty Minton

- Phyllis Brooks

Since losing my little companion Tuffy, my Jack
Russell Terrier, at the end of March, I felt I no
longer had a purpose -- just a day-to-day
existence. A gift that I very much needed, but did
not expect to receive at this stage of life, is a newfound sense of purpose -- a feeling that I still
have something to contribute. As God has sent
opportunities my way, I have begun to see that
He is not finished with me yet -- that I still have
work to do!
- Judy Labbee

This day was like most
days - - except this day
I was delivering
mission items to the
church. When I pulled
into the parking lot my
heart became so
broken with pain for
my niece suffering
from cancer. Amanda
was in the hallway and
I asked her if I could go
into the sanctuary to
pray and she said yes
and asked how can I
pray for you. Amanda's
gift of prayer was just
what I needed at this
particular time.
- Freda Austin

The year of 2020 began beautifully, as we both
reached a milestone in our ages, but unfortunately,
turned rather bleak in March when this awful
pandemic reached our country. It affected all
manner of life including our church attendance but
through the efforts of a dedicated church staff,
attendance and other activities continued by other
than normal ways. This is the gift this past year that
we didn't know we needed but was so welcome and
rewarding.
- Tom and Lorene Wyatt

Hand In Hand Children's Ministry
The day Amanda Lott announced she would
be leaving HRBC was a very sad day. I am
sure you shed many tears and I would
imagine Amanda did as well. Although we
are sad to lose her, Reams Road Elementary
is truly blessed to have such a wonderful
servant of God.
During this transition period we must
continue the ministry for our young ones. Be
assured, the Children’s Ministry Team is at
work and busy planning for 2021. Several
activities are already lined up.
In November, the team will be delivering
Advent packages that include activities for
families to grow and learn together during
this Advent season.
First Grade Bibles have already been ordered
and will be presented on the second Sunday
in January. Also, in January, be on the
lookout for Passport registration information
for the families of our 3rd – 5th graders.
In February, our Valentine Brigade will go
on as usual but by US postal mail. Be on the
lookout for Valentine cards to craft and mail
to our church members residing in nursing
facilities and assisted living communities. A
pre-stamped envelope will be included.
If you and your family have any concerns,
please feel free to contact one of the team
members through the Hand in Hand email
address:
handinhandministry@hrbcrichmond.org

Praying for each other
12+ years is a lot of laughter and tears, hard
work and fun on the playground, stories
and dreams, lost teeth and soccer scores –
lots of life lived together. Babies have been
born, families have been dedicated,
children have claimed Jesus, homeless
friends have been housed and fed, baptism
waters have stirred, friends have died,
Bibles have been presented, marriages
have been celebrated – together. Thank
you for all the fun we’ve had, all the times
you’ve let me see the real you, all the times
we’ve worshiped and sung and danced and
seen God present. Thank you for the notes
and words of encouragement, and the
ways we’ve loved each other, even on the
hard days. Now we continue to pray for
each other; we’re just a little farther apart.
Peace, Amanda

Children's Ministry Team includes:
Kathy Robertson, Team Lead; Cindy
Burton, Amy Rawls, George Pickral,
Andrea Simpson, Elizabeth Parsons,
Mary Parsons, and Meagan Abell

12TWO STUDENT MINISTRY
Unexpected gifts have been a source
of hope and reflection. Some
neglected or forgotten gifts from the
past have renewed meaning and
purpose in this season of life. Have
you ever received an unexpected gift
that you didn’t know you needed?
During the Advent season, students
and leaders of 12Two Student
Ministry will be sharing stories of
unexpected gifts they have received.
You can keep up with these stories
by following us on Facebook
(@12TwoStudents) or Instagram
(@12two_students).

Scan this QR Code to share
unexpected gift pictures.

High School students met this fall for Bible
study on Sunday afternoons.

Thank You, Mrs. Amanda!
In the spring of 2008, Amanda Lott
answered the call to come to Huguenot
Road Baptist Church as its first part-time
Associate Pastor for Children.
Subsequently, she has served our
children diligently and lovingly for
twelve and one-half years. In
conjunction with the Children’s Ministry
Team and in collaboration with the
other ministerial staff, “Ms. Amanda” has
worked to plan and develop Christian
curriculum for our children’s Bible
studies, children’s activities that support
the mission and overall programs of our
church, and developed and nurtured
relationships with our children from
birth to youth. She recruited and trained
children’s leaders and also served as the
staff liaison to our Child Development
Center and the Security Team. As she
supported our families more and more
with various services, including
counseling, pastoral care, and
recognitions of their children’s
milestones, her position became fulltime two and a half years ago. Her title
was changed to Associate Pastor for
Children and Families, which led to her
being assigned the responsibility of
supervising guest services and outreach
for our church.
God has accomplished great things
through Amanda at HRBC, for which we
are very thankful. She is responsible for
things such as enhancing our children’s
Easter celebration from an Easter Egg
Hunt to a family Easter learning
experience and for dreaming and
creating an annual Christmas Vacation
Bible School.

Now that God has called her to a new
place, we celebrated her outstanding
work here before she left. We
recognized her in our worship service
on her last Sunday, November 8th, by
giving her a small monetary gift of
appreciation, and honoring her with a
slideshow presentation created by the
Children’s Ministry Team. The service
ended with a litany of commissioning
and blessing for her. Afterwards, the
Children’s Ministry Team arranged for a
drive-through parade under the porte
cochere so that HRBC children and
families could say good-bye and extend
their good wishes to “Ms. Amanda.” The
staff honored her on her final day,
November 11th, with a farewell lunch.
She has made an impact on our church
that will last many years. Thank you,
“Ms. Amanda!”
The Personnel Team:
Jack Flowers, Christy Ford, Michelle
Graham, Ed Lohr, Sandra Lynch,
Dianne Smith

Technology Keeps Us Creative and Connected
If you didn’t already know, our live
stream worship has been brought to you
by an iPhone sitting on a tripod
streaming through Facebook! The last
number of months, this basic and simple
set up has served us well while the work
was being done to determine how we can
use the extent of other resources in our
sanctuary. We are now excited to share
that Sunday, November 29, we will be
expanding our live stream capacity to
include the digital, robotic cameras and
technology that we already have.
Through your generous gifts to the
Heritage Day Fund, we will also
purchase another camera and the
appropriate accessories to not only live
stream Sunday morning worship, but
also future concert series, Wednesday
vespers, and other ministry
opportunities that will arise.
All of the groundwork and research
could not have been accomplished
without the help of and leadership from
the IT Team and our projectionist. We
owe a huge debt of gratitude to Sharron
Abell, Anna Hsu, David Butler, David
Jordan, and Jason Naggles. In addition,
we are excited to welcome to these teams
that will be overseeing live streaming,
Isabella Lee and Melanie Lloyd.
You will still be able to find our
livestream on Facebook and through
direct links on our website!

Over the last nine months of pandemic,
the church staff and leaders have found
ways to keep the congregation and
guests in the community worshiping,
loving, growing and serving. One unique
way that our congregation and larger
community can participate in growing
in Christ is by tuning in on the church
Facebook page on Wednesdays at 5:00
pm for a vesper service. This service
lasts for just 15 - 20 minutes and
features music, scripture, prayer and
conversation. The conversation is the
part we are most excited about! As staff
sit around a table, we discuss one
question that can help us process what
God is saying to us through the
scripture. We hope that those who watch
turn to the same conversation over their
Wednesday meal. This is a great way to
keep God a part of family time, no
matter what you family looks like.
In the future, we look forward to
inviting church members to serve as
special guests at our vesper table in the
weeks and months to come! And keep
in mind, if you can not make the live
viewing at 5:00 pm, you can watch it
later by going to the church Facebook
page: Facebook.com/hrbcrichnmond.

What Are Our Friends at CCPR Up To?
Chesterfield County Parks and Recreation is grateful for the partnership with
Huguenot Road Baptist Church. As we approach the holiday season, we thank
all the members and staff at HRBC for allowing us use of your facility for our
recreation programs. The Department is working diligently to resume
operations in early 2021. Chesterfield County is committed to ensuring the
health and safety of all citizens and is continually reevaluating their response
in coordination with state and local agencies. Be assured that we will utilize all
our resources to make informed decisions regarding opening programs to the
public. We will keep you posted and hope to see you soon. Stay happy and
healthy.
Susan Miller, CCPR

Scenes From Past CCPR 50+ Events at HRBC

Child Development
Center Update
Hope is here every day; it walks and
talks and plays and learns. It is joyful
and prayerful and still gives us hugs.
Each day the Child Development Center
Preschool opens its doors and small feet
enter carrying all the hope one can
dream of, especially in a season that is
unlike any other in our history.
This year we opened our doors not only
to our traditional preschool children but
also to a group of 11 school-age children.
All the children are connected to
families here at HRBC and many are
CDC graduates. Susan Coleman and
Nancy Page have themselves gone back
to school. Learning to log on with their
students, submit assignments
electronically and yet at the same time
write out a great deal of work. Our
Kindergarten friends are learning to
read and navigate a computer, while our
older students are forging a way into the
future of changes and challenges. Word
walls, globes, maps of the world and
individual desks allow our children to
learn while families are working. We
recently welcomed a new family to our
school-age class. While Mom is working,
Dad is recently deployed serving in the
Air Force.
All in all our start to the Virtual, Hybrid
and in-person learning in both the
preschool and school age class are
testimony to the fact that this
generation of children are pioneering
their generation into the future. We are
privileged to witness all the growing and
learning going on in both sides of the
building.
Many folks will ask us, “How are you
doing it? And how are you staying safe?”

Very simply, we are small this year. Each
class is limited in the student/teacher
ratios. We are blessed to have the
support of HRBC in our janitorial
company and before school began a local
company – Rutherford Supply company
– installed wall units to maintain a
supply of liquid disinfectant for
everyone on the property to use. We
have supplies to ensure cleaning takes
place during our time in the building and
when the students are away. Each
afternoon Coverall Cleaning company
comes in to again, wipe down, clean and
disinfect the building.
This year we knew we would need to do
many things a bit differently. We were
asked by the state to consider how to
maintain each class as a separate group.
Well, that is not always easy when your
youngest students are 18 months old.
They tend to wander a little bit.
Over the summer and into the fall we
have all heard of the Cares Loan and now
Cares Grant. The CDC was able to benefit
from the Cares Loan requested by HRBC.
In late July, several local agencies began
to offer financial grants to preschools in
Religious Exempt (and other facilities)
the opportunity to apply for Cares Grant.
I worked to apply for several of the
grants and am delighted to share that the
CDC Preschool has been awarded
$24,600 to date. This money is being
used in accordance with the Grant
Guidelines and is directly supporting our
children and our staff.

CDC Update, Continued

Stewardship Team Report

As we enter this season of Thanksgiving and
Christmas, I reflect on one of the most
difficult years I personally experienced. But
then I look around our grounds, I listen to
the excitement of the children and see the
joy and excitement in the eyes of our staff. I
am beyond grateful for the opportunity to
serve the Child Development Center and
know in my heart the future will hold new
challenges, but we are not alone. God has
prepared the way. He is leading us,
sometimes carrying us, but he is always here
with us.

God has entrusted each of us with time,
talents and financial resources. His desire
is that we share each of these gifts to grow
His kingdom by developing our own faith
and reaching out to our neighbors. The
Stewardship Team works to educate the
congregation and challenge us to grow in
our stewardship of these gifts. The Team
also spends significant time working with
our pastors and church leaders to develop
our annual church budget and monitor the
church’s financial health.

With Many Blessings to all our HRBC and
CDC families,
Tanja

Welcome, New Members!
On October 24, Rev. Phillip Brown had the
privilege to baptize Virginia Richardson in
Fine Creek. Virginia made a profession of
faith earlier in the year but the pandemic
made it difficult to baptize in the church.
This was a meaningful way to express her
faith in Jesus!

Year End Note
Thank you for your continued financial
faithfulness to HRBC during these
unprecedented times. As you consider
your year-end giving, a gift of appreciated
stock can be a great opportunity to provide
a gift to the church and at the same time
reduce the amount of tax you pay. Please
contact Karen Upson, Church Finance
Assistant, if you would like additional
information on how to make such a gift.

