10525 W. Huguenot Road, North Chesterfield, VA 23235

www.hrbcrichmond.org

these narratives: The Israelites spent forty
years wandering in the wilderness; Moses
tended sheep for forty years; Joseph was
sold into slavery by his brothers;Naomi
and her family fled to the desert of Moab;
God led Elijah the prophet to Kerith
Ravine and Zarephath; David fled to the
wilderness to escape Saul; John the

At The Trailhead
with Pastor Bob

Several years ago, our family took a trip
to the Southwest. While I had seen the
Grand Canyon as part of a youth mission
trip to New Mexico, neither Melanie nor
Isabella had been to that part of our
country. On our trip, we visited the Grand
Canyon, the Painted Desert and Sedona in
Arizona. Then we traveled to Utah. We
visited Zion, Bryce Canyon, Arches and
Canyonlands National Parks. Along our
trip, especially in Utah, I was able to
experience the vastness of wilderness.
For us, the wilderness was a choice. We
planned our trip, made hotel
arrangements, boarded a plane, rented a
car and traveled all over Arizona and
Utah. When our trip came to an end, we

Baptist was a desert dweller; Jesus
endured forty days of temptation in the
wilderness; and the Apostle Paul spent
three years in the desert of Arabia. There
are many others.
What are we to make of these difficult
and exhausting narratives? Perhaps we
can agree that there is formation in the
wilderness. Amid adversity, pain and
suffering, there is something to be
learned. Maybe we will be able to
encourage someone else in their desert
experience.
As I see it, the coronavirus pandemic is
the wilderness experience of our
generation. We certainly didn’t see it
coming. We didn’t do anything to deserve
it. It has caused us to rely on a power
beyond our own (our God). This virus has
affected people of all ages. People have

boarded a plane and flew home.

lost their jobs. Students grieve what they

Throughout the Bible, there are many

family, have lost loved ones in the grip of

wilderness narratives. As we read them,
we quickly realize that the people did not

have lost. Many people, like my own
this virus. Front-line healthcare workers
have died trying to save others. And the

plan the trip. They either left bad

coronavirus pandemic has impacted a

circumstances, were forced to go, or God

disproportionate number of African

led them there. Think about some of

Americans, Latinos, and Native
Americans who often work in “essential”
professions.

At The Trailhead, Continued
As a church, we must decide what we will

2) Hold on to faith. Rather than die a

do in the wilderness. We can either trust

slave, live a life of faith in the wilderness.

God to lead us through the other side

(Ex. 14:11-12)

(Psalm 23:4) or we can isolate in fear and
wait for it to pass. As I was doing

3) Remember that God is up to

research, I read a timely article published

something. When Jesus faced his

in Baptist News Global by Jay Robison. It

temptation, he was reminded of his

is dated January 9, 2020 and is entitled,

ultimate dependence on God and God’s

“3 Keys to Surviving Your Wilderness

word. (Matt. 4:1-11) As we continue our

Experience.” Robison offers the following

journey through the wilderness of this

as we try to survive in a spiritual

pandemic, may we remember these

wilderness:

important truths from scripture. That
God is still at work, even in our “dark

1) Remember where you have come from.

nights of the soul.”

Remember that God created us in order
to be in a life-giving relationship with us.

In Christ’s care,

(Gen 3:8)

Pastor Bob

Fall Faith Formation at HRBC
As the calendar takes a turn toward the fall, we are normally accustomed to establishing
new rhythms. This year is different. While schools and colleges are resuming and sports
and other activities are finding ways to begin again, the pandemic makes none of these
fall routines typical. The church is in much the same place, wanting to provide faith
formation and fellowship but facing the realities of an ongoing pandemic.
At HRBC, lay leaders and staff have sought the wisdom of medical experts and the
guidance of the Holy Spirit as we have made decisions all along the path to a careful
reopening of church. This fall, we remain committed to offering ways to connect with
one another and God, but in new ways and at different times. We believe that our desire
to seek God together in ways that care for the safety of our members and the larger
community, reflects the values of God’s kingdom. In doing so, our Bible study classes
are meeting throughout the week to utilize Zoom or the few large classrooms that allow
for members to spread out. Masks continue to be required inside the church
building. The following is an outline of what HRBC is offering our community:

Sundays (beginning September 20):
9:00 am – Children’s Bible study Zoom with Mrs.
Amanda and children’s leaders. If you are not
subscribed to the Hand in Hand Ministry email, please
sign up here: http://ow.ly/l4Fj50BhkZl to gain access.

10:00 am – Worship in-person and on Facebook.
This fall, we will continue with our pattern of worship established
in July. The expression of worship will rotate every week
between the Classic worship and the Awakening
worship. Members are encouraged to attend twice a month on
the Sundays that feature the expression they normally attend.

4:00 – 5:00 pm: Family Bible Study. Families with children and/or youth in their
household are offered a chance to gather in age-graded classes, following safety
protocols. There will be Bible study for children in rooms that are sanitized and with
masks required. Students will gather outside in the back parking lot, as weather
permits, and will meet for an extra 15 minutes, until 5:15 pm. Adults will gather in
large classrooms with appropriate spacing, wearing masks. For those with kids in both
children’s and student ministry, dismissal will be staggered, allowing time to pick up
children first. Students will be dismissed to their parents in the parking lot or to attend
United Praise, at 5:15 pm.
5:15 – 6:15 pm – United Praise. The youth choir will spread out in the church
sanctuary to rehearse each Sunday evening.
4:00 – 5:00 – Online Adult Bible Study. Adults are invited to join pastors Jim,
Matthew and Bob as they kick off a weekly Bible study over Zoom. The Bible study
will follow the Formations literature used in many of the Bible study classes. For those
who need help learning to use or install Zoom, please contact Matthew at the church
office. For those without computer access, there is a dial-in option, utilizing your
phone. Look for an access code in the Friday church email.

Monday:
2:00 pm: Team Class meets over Zoom to study Formations Bible lesson. To join this
group, contact Nancy Page at: nbpage225@gmail.com.
7:00 pm: Alcoholics Anonymous meets in the back parking lot.

Tuesday:
9:30 am: Staff Meeting
7:00 pm: Discovery Class meets over Zoom each Tuesday and meets in the back
parking lot the first Tuesday of each month. Contact Sandra Lynch or Norma Pohle to
join this class at: swlynch544@aol.com or pholecn@yahoo.com
Schedule continues on following page

FALL FAITH FORMATION, CONT.
Wednesday:
12Two Student Small Groups. Small Groups will launch Wednesday, October 7. All
students who want to participate must register between Sept 13-Sept 20.
5:00 pm: Online Vespers. Designed with all ages and families in mind, join us live on
Facebook at 5:00 pm or access it later at your convince on the HRBC Facebook page.
This interactive devotion time will run around 20 minutes and can be incorporated into
a family devotion time.
6:00 pm: Fall Book Club. Beginning October 7, our church will join with many other
RVA churches in reading Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial Reconciliation. David
Butler will lead this book club in discussing the themes of the book and how we at HRBC
can be a bridge in our community. The club will meet over Zoom. Please register for this
club at MY HRBC or at http://ow.ly/zLPI50BkYa2. Books will be sold through the church
for $10, rather than the $17 cover price.
6:15 pm: Women’s Enneagram Study. Beginning September 16, Women of the Word
will study The Road Back to You, a book about applying the lessons of the Enneagram. This
group is full for the fall. Please let Matthew Hensley or Amanda Lott know if Enneagram
study interests you. Another session may be added later in the year.
7:30 pm: Chancel Choir Rehearsal. The choir will rehearse in the back parking lot or
spread out in the church sanctuary each Wednesday night. To join, contact Phillip Brown
at: phillip@hrbcrichmond.org.

Thursday:
1:00 pm: Agape class meets in MPR 2 to study the weekly Formations Bible literature.
Contact Ray and Martha Parker to join at: raymar4142@aol.com
6:30 pm: “Thunday School” meets over Google Hang Out or Zoom and will be studying
the book Fearless, by Max Lucado. Contact Wilton Johns at wjohns13@aol.com or Laura
Wert at lwert5821@yahoo.com to join.
7:00 pm: Serendipity will meet online via Zoom the first and third Thursdays of each
month. Contact Eric Millirons to join this group at: millirons1968@verizon.net
7:30 pm: Bible Navigators will meet online via Zoom to study a book of the Bible. To
join this class, contact Andy Sasser at: andy.sasser@gmail.com
7:30 pm: Families Anonymous meets in the church parking lot.

Worship this Fall / Heritage Month
by Phillip Brown

What does worship look like for the fall
season at HRBC? First, let’s look back. In
the month of August, we moved into a
new phase of allowing congregants to
choose the Sundays they wanted to
worship “in person” and the Sundays they
wanted to worship “remotely.” We
continued the practice of one service per
week, alternating weeks with the
Awakening and the Classic expressions of
worship. We encouraged worshipers to
attend “in person” on the weeks when the
expression that they would normally
attend, was in leadership that day. To help
make an informed decision, the 10:00 am
schedule of worship was announced each
week verbally and on multiple media
platforms.
Going forward, we will continue that same
process through the month of September.
We will, however, continue to evaluate
data, follow local and state ordinances and
make informed decisions with Staff,
Deacon Leadership and Church Council
and any and all other necessary HRBC
leadership in regard to further changes in
the worship schedule.

Worship continues online

Looking ahead, we will observe Heritage
Month beginning on Sunday, October 4
at 10:00 am. Since we cannot all be
together in one service on one Sunday,
we will celebrate our heritage all month
long. Our Heritage Offering this year
will be designated in two ways. The first
$7500 will be split 50/50 between needed
live-streaming equipment and
benevolence. Any offerings above $7500
will all go to benevolence. As you can
imagine, benevolence needs are great
during this pandemic. And livestreaming worship has become an
invaluable, necessary tool. You may
remember that last year’s Heritage Day
offering was intended to be a multi-year
offering to purchase a new bus. With
social distancing making using a bus
impossible, the church at the July
Congregational meeting felt that these
new items were more pressing at this
time. That account, however, remains
open and can still receive funds.
Looking further ahead, November 1 will
be the day we will observe All Saints Day.
This is the day in which we celebrate
Christians who have attained heaven
since the last All Saints Day (the first
Sunday of November of the previous
year). Even though it is our tendency to
move through a somber or solemn
remembrance, that is really the purpose
of a memorial service. The true purpose
of All Saints Day is a celebration of the
gift of new life for the believer, who is
now fully alive, and very active in
heaven.

Hand In Hand Children's Ministry
Essentials Only
By Amanda Lott

In this strange time when we’re all
sifting through life to find what’s
necessary and what’s not, it’s not
always been easy to tell the
difference. For us as Jesus followers,
the necessary things continue to show
themselves fairly easily: loving others
ALL the time, learning more about
Jesus and ourselves, worshiping God,
and maintaining relationships with
Jesus and other Jesus followers. In an
effort to help children and families
with the necessary things of this Jesus
life, the Children’s Ministry Team has
worked together to provide worship
resource packs each month (some by
mail, some hand delivered), provide a
drive-thru VBS experience (including
a physically distant family night!),
provide some end-of-summer fun in
a bucket, and weekly Bible Study via
Zoom for grade school age children.
You can see some of our COVID
learning and fun below!

The Team continues to look for ways
to engage families without
overwhelming their already stretched
time and already over-Zoomed eyes
and brains. We are hopeful for some
in-person time in the Fall and ask for
your prayers as we seek leaders for
classes and appropriate timing and
locations for classes.

LOOKING BACK AND AHEAD
By Aaron Everic

With the help of dedicated leaders, the
12Two Student Ministry has leveraged
outdoor safety protocols for students to
fellowship and study the Bible together.
Thanks to leaders like Jennie Clarke,
Lisa Brown, Mike Burton, Jennie Raugh,
Beth Jones, and others, our students
have had opportunities to connect with
each other and adults. Our middle
schoolers were able to get together a few
times in their small groups for picnics,
the high school students have been
meeting at Robious Landing Park on
Sundays for Bible Study and a few
middle schoolers participated in a shortterm small group this August. Over the
last 6 months we have learned about
digital meetings and outdoor safety. We
are using these many lessons to imagine
a path forward.
And to all the parents and leaders who
have driven or talked to a student this
summer, thank you for the many
different small sacrifices you have made
for them to have small moments this
summer.

Bible Study this Fall
Student Bible Studies will meet weekly
from Sunday, September 20 through
December 13 from 4:00-5:15 PM.
Students will meet all together in the
middle section of the back parking lot and
have additional space when split into
HS/MS groups using the Boswell's yard,
which is across Ashburn Rd. from the
church.

What to Bring:
Students will need to bring their own
chairs, water, and Bibles. (We encourage
using an NIV)

Protocols for Bible Study this fall:
Chairs (indoors or out) will be spaced 6
ft apart.
No personal contact between persons.
Masks will be mandated indoors at all
times.
There will be a limited number of
bathrooms in the church building
open for use.

What PrimeTimers Say They
Miss Most About Church
In response to the question, “What is
essential at HRBC?” we asked several of
our PrimeTimers to fill in the blank of the
following statement: “What I miss most
about church is ____.”
Here’s what they had to say:

"What I miss most
about church is inperson Christian
fellowship. HRBC has
done a wonderful job
live streaming our
worship services and
Zooming Bible
studies and meetings,
but I miss starting my
week with my church
friends around me."
- Sandra Lynch

"I miss church because
it gives me a place of
joy and peace. I feel
closer to God and it is a
place to pray and
express humility and
gratitude to our Lord.
Also, I miss my pastors
and Christian friends."
- Lola Wilkerson

"I miss the fellowship from our Sunday School
class and also from the general membership. I
also really miss hearing Bob’s sermon on a face to
face basis!" (Wayne)
"I miss seeing everyone and the hugs with friends
at church." (Janet)
- Janet & Wayne Hamrick

"I miss singing with the choir at the classic
service." (Kathy)
"I miss seeing and visiting with other members
of our church family in person." (Steve)
- Kathy & Steve Allsbrook
"I miss choir and the work I did in the Choir
Suite."
- Sue Alderman

"What I miss most about church is greeting at the
Huguenot Road, side-door each third Sunday. I
find great joy to be the first person to welcome
individuals and families to worship at Huguenot
Road Baptist Church." – Richard Martin
"What I miss most about church is Sunday Bible
study with the Cousins Class; the fellowship,
updates, good and not so good news, about
which to pray. Also, face to face discussion of
biblical scripture is helpful (maybe essential) to
understanding the awesome love of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit as it abounds to the
ends of the earth." – Tom Jarvis

What I miss most about church is the sound of
little feet running up and down the aisle and
standing in the nexus where people connect with
observable body language, hugs and handshakes. - Betsy and Jack Flowers

Prayerfully worshipping at
the Traditional worship
service on Sundays
prepares my heart and me
for the next week of my
life. I also need the
fellowship and
encouragement of my
fellow Christians and
friends for living each and
every day.
– Kay Griffin

"What I miss most
about church since
the Covid-19
Pandemic hit are
the person to person
smiles, hugs, pats on
the back and
handshakes from
my church family. I
can 'hear' a
wonderful sermon
and lovely music by
live streaming, but
the encouraging and
uplifting spirit of
loving Christian
friends just isn't the
same using online
technology."
- Sue Monks

What I miss most about church is the body of
believers! I miss our Morningside Fellowship and
the ability to communicate with the residents and
our loyal Morningside team.
- Jeannie Nofsinger
What I miss most is congregational singing
without face coverings.
– Tom Miller

A Lifetime of Bridge Building
By Judy Labbee

These "COVID days" have not been easy.
Besides trying to "dodge the virus", I've
been fighting vertigo and its aftermath.
Sadly, I lost my little companion, my Jack
Russell Terrier "Tuffy," during the
pandemic and learned that my brother's
cancer had returned. Yet, through it all,
God has been with me!
In the midst of all this came the death of
George Floyd, which brought into the
spotlight the centuries-old racial
injustices in our country that have, for so
long, been swept under the rug. An
African American man who was being
interviewed on a news show said, "It's as
if God stopped the world and hit the reset button!" I've been asked to share with
you some of my life experiences which
are relevant to what's going on in today's
world. Through the years I've learned
that simple acts of kindness and keeping
an open mind and heart can lead to
friendships, experiences, and blessings
one otherwise might not have had.
Throughout my life I have valued
inclusivity and have been blessed to have
friendships with many people whose race
or religion are different from mine.
Traveling on a Trailways bus between
Norfolk and Petersburg in 1963, I asked a
young black girl if I could sit beside her.
She was a student at Virginia Union and I
was a student at U. of R. I told her my
father was picking me up at the bus
station and we could give her a ride to
her campus in Richmond. The irony was
that the Petersburg bus station had two
doors, leading to separate waiting rooms
for "white" and "colored", even

though we had all ridden on the same
bus! We chose to wait for my father
outside, even though it was winter! After
that, we stayed in touch throughout our
senior year and occasionally did things
together. Although I was free to walk
around her campus, I had to get
permission for her to visit mine, a
Baptist funded school.
Thankfully, friendship became easier
over the years. One just has to be open
to the possibilities. Working as CSR at a
bank in Maryland in 1980, I opened an
account for a young African American
lady who had just moved there from
California. I attended her bridal shower,
visited her in the hospital when her son
was born and we share many other good
times and memories. That simple
banking transaction led to a close
friendship that has lasted 40 years!
I now have many friends who are African
American. Some have been neighbors,
and some have been members of the
"Dog Moms" group I started six years ago
when I moved into

my apartment (Sadly, most of the dogs
are no longer with us). Some of these
friends I have met through HRBC. I
have a Mexican American friend who I
met more than 20 years ago, when our
husbands were business associates, and
a Korean American friend who I met
through the Osher Institute of
Continued Learning for people "50 and
better" at U. of R. Interestingly, she
once confided in me that people
constantly ask her how she learned to
speak English so well, when in fact she
was born in this country!
Always trying to learn and broaden my
perspectives, I've benefited from
Matthew's small group sessions on Race,
Class, & the Kingdom of God and have
attended the Interfaith Triad meetings
which bring together Christians,
Muslims, and Jews. Three years ago,
God gave me the opportunity to get to
know a Muslim family personally.
What began with the simple act of
greeting a new neighbor,
introducing myself and "Tuffy” and
asking her name led to all sorts of
blessings! First, goodies arrived at my
door each night during what I later
learned was the month of Ramadan.
Then there was an invitation to lunch
(her passion is cooking) to get to know
the neighbors. There were five of us at
lunch: two middle-aged Mormon
missionary ladies, two young Muslim
ladies, and me, a Baptist and member of
the older generation! Next was an
invitation to the son's 10th birthday
party and an occasional meal brought to
my door. Feeling a need to express my
gratitude, I bought a nice flowering
plant for my new friend. When I

knocked on her door to present it to her,
she thanked me through her tears. She
told me that they had lived in the
apartments by Costco for a year before
moving here and that I was the first
person to ask her name! She said, "I am
your daughter - I will do anything for
you!!" We hugged and cried and became
"family." True to her word, she has looked
after me as if I were her own mother. Her
parents are deceased, as are her husband's
parents, so her children consider me their
grandmother. My own children &
grandchildren (now grown) live in
Maryland, so this new family we've
formed is truly a blessing!
My neighbor / friend / "daughter" and I
have had opportunities to compare our
faiths -- how they differ & how they're
alike. She's given me rides to church.
(Pastor Bob has met her). I've enjoyed
Thanksgiving dinner in their home twice,
as well as dinner on the first night of
Ramadan, where I was the only guest on
this special occasion. On all three
occasions my friend asked me to pray
before the meal! The first time, I was so
startled that I blurted out "You want me to
pray?!!" to which my friend responded,
"Yes, you will pray and then we will pray."
The kindnesses shown to me by this
family are too numerous to mention
here. Suffice it to say we are there for
each other as family should be.
Luke 10:27 affirms Jesus' first
commandment, "to love the Lord your
God with all your heart" and the second,
to "love your neighbor as yourself." When
asked "Who is my neighbor?" Jesus tells
the parable of the good Samaritan. From
Yemen, through Dubai, he has sent me my
very own "good Samaritan!”

Our College Students Are Studying Near and Far
Samuel Thornton,
Liberty

Alyssa Edwards, Liberty

Andrew Parson, Virginia Tech

Child Development Center Update
It’s time to turn our sights to fall and
all things fall-like. How I have missed
the sounds of children. All their
sounds, footsteps, talking, laughing,
and learning.
Following months of meetings, Zoom
calls, and more meetings, we are
excited to welcome our families and
children back to school. The CDC will
open its doors to students on Thursday
September 10th. When we return to
preschool in September, we will be
smaller in terms of enrollment. Classes
are capped at 10 students to 2 teachers
in each room. We feel confident that
smaller class sizes will support our
goals of quality education and care
while at the same time keeping us all
healthy and safe this year. In addition
to being smaller we are starting our
first days of preschool with only half of
each class attending. This will allow
teachers and children to learn more
about each other and to learn the
routines of their preschool day. During
the week of August 17th teachers
welcomed students and families on a
scheduled, private tour of the
classroom. From the first excited
student to the last family, each child
and family group was able to see how
things will be done, and where

children will play and learn. But, most
importantly they were able to ask
questions and become more
comfortable with our new Covid
policies and upgraded cleaning
procedures.
As the summer leads into fall and most
surrounding schools are returning to
the classroom in a virtual setting, both
the CDC and HRBC recognized the
need to support our working families.
We have coordinated to open our
spaces to school age children age
Kindergarten – 5th grade for a special
virtual learning centered classroom.
Space is limited but we are grateful to
share our space and fill a much-needed
vacuum for our families and our
ministry.
As a Religious Exempt Preschool, the
CDC is included in the jurisdiction of
the Department of Social Services. We
fall into the category of childcare
services and are not included in the
decision matrix for Public or Private K12 schools. We follow the guidance of
both the Department of Social Services
and Virginia State Department of
Health, following all laws pertaining to
the Virginia Code of references for
childcare including information and
guidance pertaining to COVID -19.
During the period of March through May
the CDC retained income from March

CDC Update, Continued

Help Us Build a Living Nativity!

tuition and paid salaries for 4 pay periods. We
lost revenue from tuition & auxiliary
programs such as our lunch bunch, Art Haus,
Soccer, and all summer Mini Camps. The
CDC Liaison Team supported our request for
assistance from the CARES Loan through
HRBC. A portion of our losses were covered
by the Cares Loan, but the CDC will likely
need to limit some programming and hold
fund raisers to meet our obligations.
We invite all our HRBC family to support us
through your prayers, your cards to staff and
love to our families. We know this is an
unprecedented time in our history and deeply
appreciate your prayers and support.
Sincerely,
Tanja Cottrell, CDC Director

Pray for Our College Students, Cont.

We are collecting old wooden pallets
to build the set for our Drive-Through
Living Nativity. We need about 50. If
you have one or more and are able to
drop them off, please place it behind
the shed. If you have some and need
help transporting them to the church,
please contact Phillip Brown
at Phillip@hrbcrichmond.org.

Responding to Disasters During a
Pandemic?

Savannah Biby, VCU
Gregory Cottrell, VCU
Hanna Cottrell, UMW
Josh Crawford, JMU
Cole Holland, JMU
Madelyn Ippolito, ODU
Cameron Lloyd, JMU
Caroline McMullan, VT
Michaela Morris, RMC
Jacob Sowder, VT

On Friday, August 21, 10 church
members volunteered to help BGAV
Disaster Response assess how it can
safely feed large groups during a
pandemic and a disaster!

