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(1 Samuel 7:12). God is the God of help.
This is the refrain that breathes through
the Bible. God, our Helpstone is
faithful. Can you think of a time when
you walked across steppingstones in a
pond? Recently my family and I went to

At The Trailhead
with Pastor Bob

If you pay attention to hymns in church,
there is one Hebrew term you will

Maymont Park here in Richmond. It was
a perfect day for an outing during the
pandemic. When we got to the Japanese
Gardens, Isabella and I walked across the

remember singing. It's in the second

steppingstones in the pond. We

stanza of “Come, Thou Fount of Every

reminisced about how far apart they

Blessing” written by Robert Robinson, a

seemed to be when Isabella was a little

Methodist pastor in England in the 1700s.

girl. But now that she’s 16, they seemed

The stanza reads:
Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I'm come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,

much smaller and closer together. The
passing of time and her life experience
helped her to have a changed
perspective.

Safely to arrive at home.

During the coronavirus crisis, the path is
Ebenezer. That's a Hebrew term. But
what's an Ebenezer? 1 Samuel 7:12
memorably says: “Then Samuel took a
stone and set it up between Mizpah

uncertain and scary. Yet, as we take
steps of faith, God goes ahead of us,
preparing the way and preparing us. In

and Jeshanah, and named it Ebenezer; for

the years to come, God will enable us to

he said, ‘Thus far the LORD has helped

look back on this wilderness experience,

us.’” Ebenezer literally means “stone of

these liminal moments, and see how He

help.” It was a stone set to commemorate

was our Helpstone. We will have a

the help the people of Israel believed had
been given them by God in defeating the
Philistines when they got back the ark of

changed perspective through the lenses
of hope in the Risen Lord.

the covenant.

As a congregation, we have an incredible
The Scottish Bible translator, James

opportunity to reimagine our future.

Moffatt, translates it literally: “Samuel

What is changing around us? Why must

took a stone. . . naming it ‘Helpstone’”

we change to face a post-pandemicworld? How will we change? When will
this happen? How will all these changes

At The Trailhead, Continued
affect you and me? Our church? Our
community? We can either face an
uncertain future with the certainty of
God or we can remain where we are as
we are, hoping that things will go back to
normal.
As your pastor, I am hopeful for the
church. What better time to reimagine
church than the present? Over the past
couple years, I have sensed that we need
to reimagine our future; to seek a fresh
vision of who God is calling us to be and
how we are going to meet the needs of
the community around us.

To facilitate these and other questions, I
have been working with Bill Moore on
an organic discernment process called
“Journey to Missional Faithfulness.” We
had planned to collaborate with our
pastors and Church Council to launch
the journey this spring and conclude in
12-14 months. We are now praying and
waiting on the Lord’s timing to share
this process with our church. Please
pray and seek God’s will for this
journey. I am so encouraged about the
future of HRBC and look forward to
what God, our Helpstone, has planned
for us.

In Christ’s care,
Pastor Bob

Summer at HRBC
Since early March, when we last gathered as a congregation, we have not missed a beat,
holding an online worship on Sunday, March 15, the first Sunday we could not gather
together. It is good to recognize that our congregation’s response has been faithful,
flexible, and forward-looking. So much thanks go to those who made this happen – our
worship teams, audio-visual teams, and leadership teams who met behind the scenes to
help our church maintain a faithful presence and witness in our community.
With that kind of faithful, flexible and forward-looking spirit in mind, we hope that our
congregation will gladly embrace HRBC's phase one return, understanding that it is not
just that we worship but how we worship that will strengthen our church’s spiritual
growth and serve as a powerful witness to our neighbors.
We want to stress the following to everyone in our church: Everyone should feel
welcome to attend their assigned Sunday of worship in person, however, should not feel
forced to attend. We are living in unprecedented times. You should feel empowered to
make the best decision for you and your family. Whether or not you attend worship in
person, HRBC will continue to live stream our worship each Sunday in June. In fact, we
have no plans of stopping the livestream at all. Rather, we are committing to
upgrade our capabilities to bring the best worship experience possible to you and our
growing virtual campus.
Please be aware of the following expectations for attending worship in June:

Worship will start promptly at 10:00 am.
Please arrive between 9:40 and 9:50 am.
Exterior doors will be closed at 10:15 am.
There will only be two points of entry to the
sanctuary – the porte cochere doors and the
sanctuary doors facing Huguenot Road.
You will be given access to the sanctuary
beginning at 9:45 am, a few families at a time.
The sanctuary pews are designated in such a
way that allows families of about four (give or
take a person) to sit together with six – ten
feet apart from other families.
Families and individuals will be encouraged to
fill the sanctuary from front to back,
depending on the size of the group and seat
availability.

Masks are required for entering and
participating.
Children under the age of two do not have to
wear a mask.
There will be no
childcare during HRBC’s phase one, given
that the six-foot requirement cannot be
observed in this setting.
Please wait for directions at the end of the
service as we dismiss families from back to
front.
Sunday morning
activities during HRBC’s phase one are limited
to the one 10:00 am worship service only.
There will be no in-person Bible study classes.

OUR COLLECTIVE LIMINAL MOMENT
By Matthew Hensley, First published on Holy
Saturday, 4.11.2020 at www.liminalpilgrim.com

Sometimes old words just won’t do. I’ve tried
to tell that to my much smarter wife when
she is lovingly critical about words I use like
“paradigm” or “liminal” in reference to
describing an active and growing faith. “No
one talks like that!” she chides.
But sometimes we need new words to
describe what we face, collectively. And folks,
if ever we were in a collective liminal
moment, it is now.
The other night, Beth described the feeling
many of us have. “It's like we all need to
throw up but we dread the discomfort. It’s
really painful and we’d rather put it off but at
the same time, we just want to get it over
with, so we can feel better afterward.” We are
all stuck. Waiting for what’s next. Helpless to
do much but keep our distance and hope it
passes soon.
The church mission team met the other night
to formulate the beginnings of a plan to
respond to the growing needs and how we
might offer the community a hopeful word.
But there was so much we couldn’t predict.
Our normal plans and actions just won’t do in
this period of social distancing. And social
distancing is the correct response right now.
In doing so, we show that our neighbor’s lives
are as important as ours. We are all willing to
sacrifice in order to slow the spread.

In the middle of all this disruption, I have
been so tickled with how my church has
responded to the need to distance ourselves.
Like most other churches, we didn’t close up
shop just because we couldn’t meet together
for worship like we had been doing. Instead,
we allowed the moment of crisis to force us
to re-vision what worship could be like from
a distance. We decided to go live with the
acceptable skeleton crew of ten in our church
building, using Facebook live as our primary
platform for worship. We hoped we could
reach as many families as possible this way
while acknowledging we would be leaving
out some of our members who do not have
computer access. We thought through the
changes we needed to communicate and the
skills we needed to learn in a hurry and then
put together the best livestream broadcast
given the means and know-how we had. A
month in, we are still learning and
improving.
But we also found a large majority of our
members were willing to shift their behaviors
to be sure they stayed connected to their
church during the pandemic. Many signed
up on Facebook for the first time.

But what will the world look like next month,
in six months, or a year from now? Are we
just on a brief holding pattern, waiting for
things to return to “the way it's always been”
or is this moment pregnant with new
possibilities?
In times of crisis, it's always easier to hunker
down and wait for the trouble to pass and for
things to get better. But, we can’t assume
things will be the same. And while that
reality is potentially sad, it doesn’t have to be
the last word.

The Chancel Choir, on a recent Zoom rehearsal.
Who would have dreamed at the start of 2020 we
would be rehersing over Zoom?

Our Collective Liminal Moment, Continued
Our email news subscription saw newcomers
who realized this was the best way to stay in
the know. The worship service time
changed since we were doing one service
instead of two. Traditional service attendees
commented their appreciation of the
contemporary service style during the first
weeks we live streamed. When the calendar
turned to Palm Sunday, we got the same
positive reaction when the service went
traditional, complete with organ. But, so far,
what has been best is seeing the interaction
of our intergenerational congregation
throughout the service, over the Facebook
stream. Everyone appreciates being virtually
together. There seems to be a new
appreciation for worship now that we have
been spread apart. It is a new energy that
can get lost when meaningful experiences
fall into habits and we begin to unknowingly
take our weekly gathering for granted.
Liminal space – a period in which someone
leaves the comforts of what was but hasn’t
yet reached the sure footing of what will be
– is admittedly a scary time. But it also
offers the greatest potential in which
impactful transformation can take place.
Liminal time forces us out of our comfort
zone and demands us to think creatively.
Our whole world is in a moment of
liminality. The thought of that is stunning!
What new responses to this jarring moment
are we going to create? What good ideas will
come from our time of discomfort? In what
ways will this pandemic allow us to create a
better world?
God knows something about liminality, too.
Surprising, right? One could argue that the
whole of Jesus’ life was a liminal experience
– giving up all claims of divinity in order to
live fully as a human on earth. But two
events in the life of Jesus really stand out.
Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness, after his
baptism and Jesus’ death and burial. The
wilderness was lifeless and difficult.

The wilderness prepared Jesus for all the
times he would be tempted to step out of his
humanity and display his God-like qualities
in a self-serving manner. The cross was a
symbol of Roman superiority and the
ultimate symbol of defeat. Jesus’ lifeless
body hanging on the cross had to have felt
like defeat to those closest to him. But it
ended up being the farthest thing from
defeat, which is where we find ourselves on
Easter morning – basking in the joy and
wonder of the risen savior.
Jesus’ resurrection is something we need to
hold on to on this Holy Saturday, during this
dark liminal moment in our present reality.
God did something utterly unthinkable but
equally creative. God took what on the
surface appeared to be the end of another
revolutionary at the hands of the empire’s
might and intimidation strategy and created
another, far reaching outcome. Like his
wilderness temptations, Jesus could have
avoided the cross. He could have said, “Do
you know who I am?” and revealed his
majesty and glory to a stunned crowd. And
they would have crowned him king then and
there. And his kingdom would have become
the Roman Empire. No better or worse. But
instead, Jesus trusted his father and stepped
directly into the ultimate liminal moment
between life and death. What waited for
Jesus on the other side of death wasn’t just
his resurrection but the opportunity for new
life for all of us who are walking in the valley
of the shadow of death.We are certainly in a
liminal moment.
We can’t just wish away this hidden virus. It
certainly appears to be dictating how we live
our lives. But, if we look prayerfully with
our heart rather than just our mind, we can
also walk confidently into the future with
God, leaving what was behind and embracing
what appears like death but what just may be
a new way of living.

When coronavirus stopped us in our tracks we felt lost and
disoriented without our daily dose of scheduled activities.
So, we began to check on each other. We learned how to
Zoom with small children. Hearing the sweet voices of our
preschool toddlers saying hello shyly to each other and the
oldest 5 year olds loudly calling to each other, we saw our
children adapt to new ways to say hello and stay connected!
It was vital to see children and families connect and weave a
new row of tapestry into their lives. Volunteering for front
porch pick up, I was delighted to pull in the driveway
waving hello and greeting friends from the CDC who
volunteered to feed others. We are so much more than just a
preschool and a church, We are community. We are family.
-Tanja Cottrell

“We are certainly in a
liminal moment. We
can’t just wish away
this hidden virus. It
certainly appears to
be dictating how we
live our lives. But, if
we look prayerfully
with our heart rather
than just our mind,
we can also walk
confidently into the
future with God,
leaving what was
behind and
embracing what
appears like death
but what just may be
a new way of living.”
-Bill Moore

How Have You
Experienced
God during the
Pandemic?

I honestly don’t know that this whole “isolation”
experience has taught me as much as it has reminded
me in a big way that we take too much for granted all
the time. We took for granted that we could come to
church whenever we wanted, that we could buy
whatever we wanted whenever we wanted – like
toilet paper and hamburger! We took for granted the
freedom to gather with friends and family, the
freedom to go wherever we want, the chance to
watch our favorite sports teams or children’s teams
on a weekend afternoon. We have all been forced to
hit “pause” and slow down, look around, notice the
beauty and the quiet that is always there if we pay
attention to it. Being forced out of our routines is
difficult and stressful and uncomfortable – but it has
given us a chance to notice what should be most
important in our lives already – the people around us
and the faith within us always. A chance to remember
how much we can easily help others, how blessed we
are all the time, and how we can work together to be
the force of good God wants us to be in this world.
-Shelley Shust

Linda and I have sorely missed our 3-year old granddaughter
who has been isolated from us. We have had to make do
with texted photos and occasional video conference calls but
these are poor replacements for holding her in our arms. We
miss reading to her, playing peek-a-boo, having lunch,
laughing with her. There is a funny side to our attempts to
video conference with her. She doesn't talk much because
she is far more fascinated with seeing herself in one of the
picture panes on our daughter's cell phone.
Around our neighborhood, we have seen many more
families walking together than in the past. In fact, we see
more families together outside than ever
before. Consequently, we have experienced more frequent
casual greetings and acknowledgment of one another. People
are hungry for verbal contact and interaction. This isolation
has actually made it easier to ask how families are doing and
learning about others who live in our subdivision.
As Christians we are most certainly lifted up by fellow
Christians when we meet together for worship and bible
study. We hear others' stories, words of comfort and
encouragement, providing support and a listening ear; all of
these are important elements of relationship. When we are
physically in each other's presence, there's more going on
than our senses can easily detect. In fact, I doubt we fully
understand how we connect with each other. We just know
we connect and that is enough. Somehow the Spirit bridges
the gaps between us. While video conferencing or livestreaming worship are okay, it's not a substitute for physical
presence.
-David Jordan
I've seen God in the
neighborhood meeting out front
at Bickford to entertain residents.
A neighbor delivering flowers
from the garden to neighbors to
enjoy. Many making face masks
to share. Phone calls and cards to
class members. Cards sent to high
school seniors missing the end of
year events. Prayers from the
yard to the sick and surgery
patients. Folks delivering soup
from church caterer to
homebound and older members.
-Nell Branton

Even though I had been retired for almost four years, my schedule had
become quite hectic. But then, the coronavirus forced us to slow down.
God has used this time to make me and all of us more aware of the
needs around us and what we can do to help. It was amazing to see how
our staff responded at lightning speed to transform our live worship
services to livestream services. We all needed to stay in touch and stay
focused on God's mission for our lives and the livestream services have
helped us do that. I can see that He is working among us as we make
continuous adjustments at church and in our communities. Our deacon
family ministry has never been more important. Most of our church
Bible Studies and teams have continued to meet through online
meetings via ZOOM. Our members are donating food for the Baptist
centers downtown. God is using us. I see Him working through
doctors, nurses and all other essential workers, as well as medical
researchers, teachers, and food bank workers. But, I also see God
working through my family and friends. God is using us all. -Sandra
Lynch

Hand In Hand Children's Ministry
VBS This Summer
By Amanda Lott

Decisions, decisions, decisions. SO.
MANY. DECISIONS. And most of them
during this time of separation have been
hard to make. One that hasn’t been too
hard, though, is the decision that, YES, we
will have Vacation Bible School! Will it
look the same? Definitely not. Will we still
share the deep, wide, love of Jesus with
families? ABSOLUTELY!!!
You may be scratching your head and
asking yourself how in the world we
might do that, and if you are, that’s
completely fine. The Children’s Ministry
Team (CMT) did the same thing for a
good while! The team thought and prayed
for days and weeks about how to share the
good news of Jesus while practicing due
diligence in keeping children, families,
and leaders safe.
The CMT came up with the idea to offer
a four-day DRIVE THRU VBS, to be held
the same week VBS was originally
scheduled: July 6-10. While we won’t be in
the building each day, we will be out
greeting families as they drive through
our parking lot to pick up their children’s
materials for the week. VBS packs will
contain all a family needs to learn through
Bible Study, Missions, Art, Music,
Recreation, and even Snack!
Families can choose to come by and pick
up a pack for the whole week, or they can
drive through each day and pick up the
pack for that day; whatever works for
each family is whatever we will do for that
family.

The week will be capped off with a
Family Night Parking Lot Picnic on
Thursday, July 9 at 5:30 pm. Families can
bring a picnic for their family, park in
the designated spaces, and enjoy some
time together outside, with appropriate
social distance.
Anyone can be involved in making this
happen! You can help
by providing assistance in assembling
packs before VBS week. You can also help
by providing snacks to put in the bags.
We need squeezy applesauce packs, boxes
of individual packs of fruit gummy
snacks, boxes of individual packs of
goldfish crackers, and boxes of unfrozen
ice pops (the kind in the long plastic
sleeve). If you feel called to help with any
of these needs, you can contact Amanda
at amanda@hrbcrichmond.org.
Please do be in prayer for the children
and families who will register (visit
hrbcrichmond.org to register) and join us
for that week. Pray also for the leaders
who are working behind the scenes to
make this new adventure happen!

CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2020!
Each June, high school seniors and their
families celebrate the culmination of
hard work over the span of 12 years.
This year we want to be sure that our
seniors and their family receive the
recognition they deserve! On June 7, the
first limited in-person worship service
we host, we will recognize our
graduating high school seniors. Be sure
to congratulate the following HRBC
students upon the accomplishment of
graduation this year!

Brandon Brown

Jay Burdette

Caroline Ferrell

Bailee Hall

Catherine Harney

Andrew Parsons

Kate Wakeland

Nicole Weddington

Don't Waste A Crisis
By Terry Maples, CBFVA Field Coordinator

As I write this article, our world
continues in lockdown mode in its effort
to stem the spread of the coronavirus.
The crisis seems far from over; the toll in
terms of lives lost, jobs furloughed or cut,
retirement funds pummeled, etc., is
staggering. This pandemic is devastating
for congregations and clergy who serve
them, as well—navigating how to be and
do church during a season of physical
distancing, figuring out technical logistics
of online worship, doing pastoral care
and funerals, paying bills as offerings
decline, making tough decisions about
cutting staff pay or eliminating positions
altogether….the list is long. The ongoing
stress and strain on clergy is evident.
Pray for them! Though many are
struggling, I continue to hear from
pastors about important lessons learned
and insights gleaned while navigating
congregations through a pandemic.
COVID-19 is far from over in the U.S.
and countries around the world, but hope
is high we can resume some version of
normal in a few weeks, maybe months.
The purpose of this blog is to think ahead
to the day when church bodies can once
again gather face-to-face for study and
worship, when we can enjoy spending
time with friends in public spaces, when
students return to attending school inperson, and when we can enjoy concerts,
sporting events, and other life-enriching
experiences in community. Our human
tendency is simply to “thank God that’s
over” and resume typical patterns and
practices. How can we hold onto and
build upon lessons learned, even callings
experienced, during this crazy time?

The coronavirus has so disrupted our
world and our lives most of us will
simply want to return to our version of
normal as quickly as possible. That’s
natural. However, danger lurks around
the corner when we try to by-pass
essential reflection on grief, loss, and the
impact of a crisis. This is true for
individuals who want to “get over their
grief experiences and move on” too
quickly, and it is true for congregations.
Nothing shapes our lives and community
formation so much as the questions we
ask (or the ones we refuse to ask).
Questioning is a prerequisite for change
and innovation; discovery requires
digging deeply. Here are some questions
I’ve been thinking about to aid your
reflection as you prepare to re-enter (one
of these days) congregational life:
What did we learn about the essential
nature of the church in a time when
gathering as faith community was
considered non-essential?
How were our assumptions about how
to be and do church challenged?

How have priorities changed?
How can we be more authentic
coming off this time of forced
isolation?
What did we learn about the needs of
our neighbors?
What did we learn about church that
might keep us from slipping back into
old, stale routines, i.e. how do we
avoid business as usual?
We’ve been on a journey of isolation.
What did we learn from the removal
of normal rules of human conduct?
How have our senses of hearing and
experiencing changed?
What has been amplified in the
discomfort of solitude and
distancing?
What unmet needs were overlooked
prior to the crisis that were
discovered and require
ongoing attention?
Where did you stumble? Perhaps
there is where your treasure lies.
This crisis brought people to the
doorstep of our churches (even if it
was virtual). What about
the gathered community might
discourage their ongoing
involvement?
What did we learn about suffering
and compassion? What did we do
with it?

Stories form connective tissue for faith
communities. How did stories shape
and form faith during the crisis? How
might stories continue to form vibrant
faith? What pandemic stories have
connected and inspired your faith
family?
We gave up and sacrificed a lot for the
common good during the pandemic.
What are you willing to give up for the
unfolding of God’s call upon your
congregation?
How different will our lives be if we
allow new questions to shape us and
propel us into the future as people of
God?
Reconnection with our friends and loved
ones will be sweet! A collective sigh is
inevitable. In our efforts to move on or
“get over it” let’s not waste the invitations
and callings of this crisis. The most
dangerous time for us will be immediately
after the crisis is over. I encourage you to
meet this time of danger and dis-ease with
thoughtful reflection. Bring experiences
into conversation with faith and practice.

What Have You Learned During The Pandemic?
Recently, Jim Townsend asked some of our PrimeTimers what they have learned
during this time of “social distancing,” about God, Self, Neighbor and Church.
Here are some of their answers:
We are the only retired couple on our
cul-de-sac. Since they are all working
and busy, we do not usually see much of
them. With our current situation our
neighbors now work at home and this has
given us the opportunity to see them
more often. All of them have offered to
go to the store for us or help in any way
they can. So many people in our
neighborhood are walking and, we run
into them during our daily walk. Some
we know and some we do not, but most
are eager to stop and chat at a safe
distance. Possibly one of the positive
things from our current situation it that
neighbors are connecting and offering to
help one another.
-Sarah Keys

New
HRBC
acronym
Hurley,
Rescued By Church (family)! The blessings
bestowed
by
HRBC
have
been
amazing. Gracious thanks to God's faithful
servants who have brought us together, in
Richmond and across the country, for
ministry, services, rehearsals, meetings and
study, reaching far beyond our local
congregation to family and friends. We
have refashioned
existing community
ministries and found a perfect fit in new
endeavors. Hope, Reaching By Christ to
all. No walls needed, no masks required.
-Sue Hurley

I am so thankful that GOD is everywhere day and night and does NOT practice
"SOCIAL DISTANCING!" We can PRAY and SING HIS praises loud and clear
(no mask needed) at the same time HE takes us by the HANDS (no gloves
needed) and leads us along the way - we are HIS HANDS/FEET!
-Betty Foster

I had to struggle with depression. I became desperate for conversation. The
“cure” for this illness was found in persons reaching out to me through phone
calls, notes and prayers. I also found relief through my own acts to reach out to
others.
-Tom Miller
God is always with me. He is always near to watch over me and speak to me. I
challenged my Facebook friends to read along with me during May the book of
Proverbs. May has 31 days. Proverbs has 31 chapters. Read one chapter a day.
-Frances Bailey

Child Development Center Update
We have all learned in the last three
months how the coronavirus has
changed the face of Virginia, the
United States, and the World. Our
CDC program has been impacted, too.
On Wednesday afternoon March
11th the CDC Liaison Team met to
discuss upcoming events. New to us
that day was coronavirus. We felt it was
prudent to discuss the virus and
consider what we would do if it came
to the CDC. We developed a threephased plan, hoping we would not need
to use the plan. Little did anyone
realize the speed and intensity of
which the virus was spreading in parts
of the country. On Thursday, March
12th, I was invited to meet with HRBC
Staff to discuss next steps for everyone
here at HRBC. In the hours that
followed, CCPS closed schools on
Friday for deep cleaning. We followed
suit closing and asking as many staff as
possible to come in to clean, hopeful
that we would return to school on
Monday.
There were so many questions, so
much uncertainty. And then, in the
delivery of one briefing our Governor
declared the profound nature of this
emergency made it necessary to close
public schools for the remainder of the
year.

It is difficult to adequately put into
words how different, how unsettling it
was to walk into the Children’s
Building. The rooms sat just like they
were left on Thursday, March 12: Art
decorating the walls, name tags hanging
by hooks, and every classroom calendar
suspended in time, Thursday, March
12th. Walking in the halls was hard, it
was quiet when it should have been
lively, it was empty when it should have
been bursting with joyful sounds and
zooming cars in the traditional sense of
the word “zoom.”
With little notice we asked teachers to
transform traditional classroom
learning to online at home learning.
And you know what? They did just that.
Our teachers worked to create learning
bags appropriate for each age level and
developmental abilities of children in
their class. Most families came to school
in late March to pick up the learning
bags. Learning continued all the way
through May. We had so many plans for
our spring. So many opportunities to
share events with our CDC and HRBC
children and all their families.
The end of the preschool year is a
bittersweet time in the best of years, but
this year is truly a difficult time to say
goodbye. You see, so many of the little
ones who drove through our
“graduation parade” were born to older

CDC Update, Continued
We have watched them grow their whole lives
right here in our preschool. We have
celebrated their learning and growing for
their whole life. Not to be able to celebrate
them up close and in person is just plain hard.
We wish them well wherever they are
headed. Several are going on to Kindergarten
in both public & private schools and a few are
returning to us next fall. They will always be a
part of us.
During the pandemic I had the honor of
nominating Linda Jordan for the Lifetime of
Service award. Linda was selected as a
nominee for the award! Congratulations
Linda! You are a treasure to us and to this
ministry. “Thank you” for all you do, and have
done for so many years! Also, during the
Pandemic I found myself sharing my voice
for Child Care Programs and Preschools here
in RVA. I was nominated and elected as the
Co-chair of the PACED Preschool Director’s
Group.
We, like so many in our church, are seeking
wisdom for what comes next. That decision
will not be taken lightly but will be a muchdiscussed topic of conversation and when the
time is right, we will throw open our doors
and welcome everyone back to school to new
daily routines, new guidelines and likely a
smaller footprint here on campus. We have
not done this alone. I am and will be forever
grateful for all the support, the collaboration,
the late-night phone calls, the countless emails
and I’m confident many, many prayers to
support the entire ministry and myself in this
journey.
I would like to share my humble and heartfelt
thanks to:The CDC Liaison Team – Chris
Schardt, Janet Hamrick, Joan Boswell, Susan
Coleman, Sue Robertson with Staff Liaison
Amanda Lott.
Grateful and Blessed,
Tanja Cottrell

What Have You Learned? Continued
"Intellectually knowing that God is not
confined within the sanctuary is very
different from emotionally
experiencing the power and presence
of God through home worship;
especially true during the Maundy
Thursday and Easter Sunday services.
No cute children, lovely flowers,huge
choirs, dinner plans......no distractions,
nothing to focus on except the
overwhelming truth of the death and
resurrection of our Savior. I am
grateful for the dedication and
creativity of our staff as they have
continued to enlighten, encourage,
guide, and challenge us during this
pandemic."
-Martha Parker

"Virtual church has been wonderful
and I am enjoying worship, Bible
Study and Wednesday noon service.
The music has been great and I'm
enjoying seeing those who participate
and reading all the comments from
members and friends. The things I
miss most are seeing friends and
getting hugs."
-Dora Mullins

