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Church Office
Holiday Schedule
The church office will be
closed during the holiday
season on the following
dates:


Thursday and Friday,
November 22 and 23
for Thanksgiving.



Tuesday and Wednesday, December 25
and 26 for Christmas.



Monday, December
31, church office closes at 2:00 pm.



Tuesday, January 1,
2019 for New Year’s
Day.

Advent at HRBC

 Love Donuts? Learn how and
where to get them at the church this

Sunday, December 2—First Sunday of Advent
Week of Prayer for International Missions
9:30 am
Advent Breakfast
11:00 am
Advent Worship - HOPE

January.

Sunday, December 9—Second Sunday of Advent
Ingathering for Chuck and Erica Morris Offering for
International Missions
9:45 am
Bible Study for all ages
11:00 am
Advent Worship - LOVE
Sunday, December 16—Third Sunday of Advent
9:45 am
Bible Study for all ages
11:00 am
Advent Worship - JOY
6:00 pm
“The Gift”
A musical presented by the choirs and orchestra of HRBC
followed by a reception in our Family Life Center

On the Road to

Thursday, December 20 and Friday, December 21
9:00 am
Christmas Vacation Bible School (9 am—noon)
Register at hrbcrichmond.org

Monday, December 24
5:30 pm
Family Christmas Eve Service and Pageant
11:00 pm
Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service
Sunday, December 30
9:45 am
Youth-hosted grab-and-go breakfast in Commons
11:00 am
Christmastide Worship

January
4
8
9
13
15
20
27

Upward Basketball Games begin
Red Cross Blood Drive at HRBC
Wednesday evening activities resume
HRBC Café is open!
Sunday School Leadership Lunch
Church Council Meeting
Family Movie Night
Annual Congregational Meeting

November, December 2018 through January 2019

Inside Out and Upside Down

Sunday, December 23—Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:45 am
Bible Study for all ages
11:00 am
Advent Worship - PEACE

Save the Date:

Advent

End of Year
Giving
Reminder
End of year contributions must be received by the church
office by noon on December 31 or postmarked by 12/31.
Online giving will also
be accepted through
December 31.
Many members of
HRBC tithe by giving
appreciated stock. To
learn more, please
contact Karen Upson
at the church office
804.272.2072

Advent means “to come” and it stems from the fourth century Christian practice of reflection, confession and preparation in anticipation of the celebration of Christ’s birth. But
for many Christians (perhaps most), thoughts of reflection,
confession and preparation for Christmas are afterthoughts.
We live in a time when the culture skips from backpacks to candy corn - to butterball turkeys - to candy canes - to
valentines - to Peeps – and then to back-to-school sales.
Who has time to pause and reflect when there are gifts to
purchase, parties to attend and decorations to hang?
At HRBC, we are grateful that we don’t rush from Thanksgiving to Christmas. Advent is important to us and we take
time to do the inward work of spiritual reflection and evaluation. While Jesus has come, we are restless for what might
become. We pray for transformation: God with us and God
within us. That we might be changed from the inside out.
As theologian and writer Bruce Epperly suggests,
While we may not fast in the traditional
sense of the word . . . can we attend to our
values and behaviors? Can we celebrate
Christmas with joy and generosity without
being caught up in consumerism? Can we
experience liberation from hurry and busyness during the “Christmas season” (that
is, Advent)? Can we pause long enough to
hear God’s voice and attend to God’s vision for our lives and our role as God’s
partners in healing the earth? Can we give
joyful gifts to loved ones and children without spending beyond our means, encour-

aging violence and greed, and succumbing to
the temptation of useless and ecologically
destructive purchases? This is a tall order,
but it is the fast that Advent calls us.
This Advent and Christmas season, we also pray for transformation around us. That we might turn the world upside down.
Let me illustrate. This summer, Amanda Lott, our Pastor of
Children and Families, spent time connecting with the children
at HRBC by taking them to breakfast wherever they wanted to
go. One day, Amanda and Noah were waiting for his mom to
pick him up. They stopped by my office to say hello. Noah
went over to the globe next to my desk. He pointed out the
various explorers whose names appear on the globe. We
spun the globe around. Then we picked it up. To be funny,
we put the globe back in its holder upside down, with the
South Pole at the top and the North Pole at the bottom.
After Amanda and Noah left, I decided to leave the globe upside down as a reminder of our call to ministry in this Godfilled yet broken world. Because that’s what the gospel calls
us to do: Turn the world upside down. God with us and within
us; transforming us inside out; transforming the world upside
down. Throughout this issue of The Road, we hope that you
will see the many ways that God is transforming the disciples
of HRBC. We hope that you will remember your call to inward
transformation and to turn the world upside down. Christ is
with you, within you and all around you.
– Blessings, Pastor Bob

Worship and Music at HRBC
Advent
Devotion
Guide
Our advent devotion
guide, written by our
own congregants, is designed to help you reflect on God’s work
through the gift of a
Messiah, a Savior –
Jesus. These devotions
will encourage us to remember that together,
we are God’s body,
called to be a light in the
darkness for our community in RVA. May we
prepare to celebrate
what God has done in
the manger long ago
and what God continues
to do each day in
homes, offices, schools
and public places all
over the world. God is
with us – Imanuel! Daily
devotions can be received in your email inbox by emailing the
church office or opting in
through a link found in
the weekly Milepost. Printed copies will
also be available at the
church welcome desks.

Looking Back on 2018

Fa-la-la-la-la
Mark your calendar for December 19th and join the fun of sharing Christmas cheer
with our neighbors. Start at 5:30 pm with dinner at the HRBC Café (reservation
required by 12/17), followed by caroling in Woodmont at 6:15 pm, and ending back
at HRBC around 7:30 for hot chocolate and hot cider. Hope to see you there!

Deck the Halls
Monday, November 26 at 6:00 pm you need to be in the sanctuary as we Deck the
Halls for Advent and Christmas. We especially need several big strong men and
teenagers to help us with the Chrismon Tree. There will be music in the air, treats
for those who help decorate and lots of fun and laughter. Don’t miss out! Then on
January 6, 2019, immediately after the Classic Worship service, we will De-Deck
the Halls. A pizza lunch will be provided for those who come to help. Many hands
make light work. Please mark both dates on your calendars – each are as important as the other.

The Return of the Music
Ensembles after the Holidays
Sunday, December 30 – the Awakening Band returns at 6:00 pm
Wednesday, January 9 – King’s Kids Choir returns at 6:45 pm
Sunday, January 13 – the HRBC Handbells return at 4:00 pm (then begins an
every other week rehearsal)
Sunday, January 13 – United Praise returns at 5:00 pm
Wednesday, January 16 – Chancel Choir returns at 7:30 pm
Sunday, January 20 – the HRBC Orchestra returns at 4:00 pm (then begins an
every other week rehearsal)
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CDC Celebrates 45 Years!
CDC Celebrates 45 years!
Throughout 2018-2019 we will enjoy the opportunity to stroll down memory lane, reflecting on the
many children and families served during our 45 years of ministry through the Child Development
Center. Sometimes it’s difficult to believe the passing of time, but pictures help tell the story to younger generations of a ministry devoted to children and families. Of a ministry dedicated to weaving together opportunities to serve children. All while serving a community and laying a foundation of child
centered, developmentally appropriate classroom teaching led by Christian teachers. Recent pictures
showed us how some things have changed; however, the foundation of ministry remains the same.
Today, perhaps more than ever before, we strive to welcome everyone in our community, and to welcome, nurture, encourage and love children.
Members of HRBC are always welcome to visit us. The seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas
bring many traditions to life. They present opportunities to create, to sing and to cook. In the coming
months if you would like to volunteer at the CDC, please give us a call; we’d enjoy welcoming you to
our busy preschool days.
Counting our many, many Blessings,
Tanja

Worship
Worship Opportunities
The Sundays of Advent begin the New Year in the Christian Calendar. The liturgical color used for Advent is
purple, which signifies preparation. On each of these Sundays we will worship together in the sanctuary at
11:00 am. The themes for each Sunday of Advent are 12/2 Hope, 12/9 Love, 12/16 Joy, and 12/23 Peace. Other special events include a church-wide Christmas musical “The Gift” and Christmas reception on December 16
beginning at 6:00 pm. There will be childcare provided for this event. On Christmas Eve, December 24, we
have two opportunities to gather as a community for worship. Our family Christmas Eve service begins at 5:30
pm. It features a children’s pageant, carol singing, the King’s Kids Choir and much excitement. At 11:00 pm we
will worship together in our Candlelight Communion service. Be filled with the Christmas spirit as we sing carols, hear the bells ring, and United Praise and Alumni sing, and worship through Holy Communion. This is a
night not to be missed. We finish up the Advent worship schedule together on Christmastide, December 30 at
11:00 am.
the Awakening
Our new contemporary worship known as “the Awakening” is up and
running and doing very well. In these first eight weeks, we brought a
new concept of doing worship, a new band, new equipment, a new visual environment and 32 brand new music arrangements. We are
blessed with a large rotation of singers and instrumentalists. Thanks to
all who have volunteered to help in front of and behind the scenes to
make everything work smoothly. During this Advent season of worshiping together at 11:00 am, the Awakening leadership and the Awakening
Band are hard at work getting prepared to re-launch the 8:30 service
on Epiphany Sunday, January 6, 2019.
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Discipleship
Simple Church Update:
Focusing Our Discipleship
This January Church Council will be conducting a
church-wide survey to help us evaluate the effectiveness of our disciple-making efforts. The survey has been tailored to specific groups including
adults, youth and children as well as teachers
and parents. We believe this is the first time we
have ever attempted a survey of this type. As
such it will be our baseline to measure against as
we conduct similar surveys in the future.
The survey will be done anonymously via email
but there will be paper versions available for
those who don't have an email address. Questions have been tailored to be age appropriate for

Missions
the audience. Here are some sample questions. How
often do you think you pray when you aren’t at church?
As you look back over the past year, how would you
describe your discipleship experience, and what do you
think contributed to that? Some questions have been
structured to be multiple choice with choices designed
to cover degrees of agreement, while other questions
are open-ended. The survey will take about 10 minutes
of your time.
Thank you in advance for participating in this process. Our conviction is this process will continue to illuminate our path as we seek to connect, grow and transform our congregation and community into disciples of
Christ!

A Riff of Love
Notes on Community and Belonging
HRBC has had the privilege of supporting and working along side Greg and Helms Jerrell in their ministry to
the Enderly Park community in Charlotte, NC. Their ministry has truly been a labor of love and a great first
hand example of incarnational ministry. Greg and Helms moved into the depressed and over-looked neighborhood 13 years ago in an effort to fully know
and love their neighbors. Many of our mission trip participants have been
both impressed and puzzled at times by their full embrace of the neighborhood. They live in a house that looks like their neighbors and send their children to the same schools. Now you can read about their journey, how they
see God working in their neighborhood and the ways God's love is working
through their willingness to fully embrace their neighbors as equals. A Riff of
Love is available in our church library and for purchase on Amazon.com. We
are pleased that Greg will be a part of our Winter Bible Study Series,
Practices for the Church on Mission.

Everybody lend a hand!
Sunday, February 10, everyone has the chance to help get some cheery, loving greetings to folks who need to
hear them as the Valentine Brigade jumps into action. Adult classes will welcome children’s classes for a time of
learning and making Valentine cards, followed by the opportunity for the whole congregation to participate in making sure the Valentines and other treats are delivered to our home-bound friends. Watch for more details about
how your family can be involved!

We’re playing ba-sket-ball
We’re excited to be hosting another season of Upward Basketball this year. Practices begin in December, with
games beginning in January. Want an easy way to invest in our community, and connect with young families? Join
the Upward leadership team! We need gym monitors for practice nights (pick from Monday, Tuesday, and Friday),
scoreboard personnel (Saturday mornings), referees (you receive
training and can work as many or as few games as you’d like),
and half-time hosts (sharing a short devotion during games). New
this year: acting as a host for families in the commons, as they
wait during practice (making and monitoring coffee, then sitting at
one of the high-top tables and chatting with folks as they come in
and out). Interested or have questions? You can contact Tim or
Jennie Raugh (traugh101@comcast.net) or Amanda Lott
(amanda@hrbcrichmond.org).
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Discipleship

Missions
Richmond Christian Leadership Initiative
New Life Arabic Church
New Life Arabic Church has been meeting in our building
each Saturday night since August. The fellowship seeks to
gather Egyptian, Syrian and Iraqi Arabic believers and nonbelievers for worship and fellowship. Recently, they hosted
an evangelist from Egypt for two weeks as he proclaimed
the gospel in their church and other churches in the area. Back in August, we commissioned Youssef Khalil and
his family as they began leading this new group of believers. The family continues to worship with us when time allows. The biggest ways you can help these new friends
include:
 Prayer for the Khalil family as they balance ministry,
work, family, and living so far away from their support
system in Egypt.




Networking among the Arabic community in Richmond
and Chesterfield.
Volunteers to work with children during their worship
service.

.

Chuck and Erica Morris Offering
for International Missions
2018 Goal: $18,000
Every year we have the joy of giving to the
Chuck and Erica Morris Offering for International Missions to spread the good news of
Jesus Christ around the world. Chuck and
Erica served as missionaries for many years,
primarily in southeast Asia, before returning to
the States and eventually concluding their
ministry at Huguenot Road Baptist
Church. We are grateful for the missional lifestyle they lived and the legacy they leave behind.
While the church commits up to 11 percent of
its budgeted offering to fund our denominational mission partners to strengthen the Kingdom of God throughout the state, nation and
world, our International Offering focuses on
gifts toward three specific mission partners
with whom we have developed close ties with
over the years: The Parks, serving in Kosice,
Slovakia; the Ballews, serving in Macau, China; and the Greens, serving in Palembang,
Indonesia. Our goal is $18,000 to help fund
these families’ ministries, with a gift of 25% to
each from our offering total, and the remaining 25% to CBF Global Missions Offering.

As we seek to form and equip Christians for the living of our faith in all areas of life, we are thankful to partner with
Baptist, non-denominational and cross-denominational partners. One of our partners, Richmond Christian Leadership Initiative, seeks to form young Christians to be a light in metro
Richmond in the area of leadership and influence they find
themselves. A cohort of young leaders commit to a year long
intensive group study of discipleship and practical ways they
can faithfully bring the Kingdom of God to light in Richmond,
Va. Their December session will meet at HRBC on December 7
and 8. During that time, the group will be discussing what being a neighbor means in the Richmond context.
We have supported two members who have participated in this
year-long study in the past. David Cornelius sits on the RCLI
board and Rory Francisco is an alumni and liaison between
Rory Francisco participates on an
RCLI and our church. If you are interested in participating in a future cohort,
alumni panel during the opening
visit www.rcliweb.org and please talk to either David or Rory!
retreat in September

The Church on Mission
What does it mean to be on mission? Is mission a
specialized calling from God to professional ministry
or a calling to every church and member? Is it personal evangelism or is it a lifestyle that witnesses to
God’s work as much as words? Is it standing up for
the oppressed and marginalized or standing up for
the right issues? Does it have to be that complicated?
What if mission was more purposeful and easy than
we think? What if all mission required was being
faithfully present to God’s presence? We live in
God’s creation as God’s most prized creatures. Jesus’ life, and subsequently, the gift of the
Holy Spirit, teaches us that we are not alone. God is
in creation, at work - everywhere. Do we recognize
God when we are at the supermarket or walking in
the park or at work or in school or at dinner with our
family? God is present in these moments and in so
many more; moments of joy, pain, struggle and simple pleasure. Are we able to recognize and name
God? Maybe, this is where God’s mission begins.

If so, be warned. No one can recognize God’s presence
and not be changed. That is because mission is transformative, too. Mission is the church’s purpose and starting point. It is our way of responding to the God who
made us and saves us. And, when mission is allowed, it is
the mode in which God is known all the more. Join us as
we consider how mission is embraced through everyday
life:
In hospitality
In reconciliation
In being with the least of these
In kingdom prayer
The Winter Lecture Series, Practices for the Church on
Mission, will take place January 9, 16, 23 and 30 at 6:00
pm. Guest speakers will include Gannon Sims, Director
of Ministry Formation with Fresh Expression, US; David
Bailey, Director of Arrabon Ministry; and Greg Jerrell, cofounder of Family Tree.
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HRBC Family Events
Advent Breakfast
I’m dreaming of . . . Christmas VBS!
Registrations are
streaming in and
preparations are underway, but there’s
still plenty of time
and plenty of ways
for you to be involved. 1) Register
your K-5th grade
children by visiting
hrbcrichmond.org. 2)
Volunteer to lead a
line, help with art,
music, rec, or missions, volunteer to
bring snacks, or help with set up or clean up. If you
need more information, you can contact Amanda
Lott at amanda@hrbcrichmond.org.

12:2 Day of Service
Saturday, December 1, youth will meet at church
at 12:45 pm to go out and rake leaves for some of
our church members. Youth: bring rakes and work
gloves! Donations of leaf bags are appreciated.
Parents are welcome to serve with us. When work
is done youth will head to the Cottrell house for
a bonfire, food and fellowship! Pick up youth by 8
pm at 1507 Lundy Terrace, Midlothian, 23114.
Email Vickie
Lloyd if you
want to
serve, so
we have
enough
drivers and
food!

12:2 Calendar News
Dec 1- sign-up for Youth Passport Choices
June 23-28. $65 deposit reserves your spot! Total
cost is $365. Scholarship help is available!!

Dec. 20 - 5:30 - 10:00 pm
Caroling to home bound followed byChristmas Party at Schardt home Party will include
food, games
and a white
elephant gift
exchange
($10 limit). Contact
Vickie Lloyd
to sign-up.

On December 2, at a special time of 9:30 am, we will hold a church-wide fellowship breakfast in the Family
Life Center! This will take the place of regular Sunday Morning Bible Study that day. Everyone who is able is
asked to bring yummy breakfast foods - enough for you, your family and a guest. During the hour, we will also
reflect on the beginning of Advent before moving to the Sanctuary for a combined worship service.

College Connection Ministry
By the time you read this article, our College Connection Ministry will have just had their Thanksgiving Fellowship. And now they are off to finish out their fall 2018 semester.
The College Ministry Team has filled and mailed their exam care
packages and the students are (hopefully) preparing for their finals. When they return in a couple of weeks we will host them for
dinner and games on Thursday, December 20 at 6:00 pm at the
home of the Brown’s. Please pray for these students as they enter
one of the busiest and stressful times at school. We look forward
to loving them in person when they return home.

Celebrate Christmas with the PrimeTimers!
Dec 30 5th Sunday Missions: This will take
place during the SS hour both on/off campus. Youth will choose service options in Sunday
school and/or via email. Questions? Contact Vickie
Lloyd.

Dec 31 8pm-8am New Years Eve Lock-In in
Family Life Center at HRBC. Contact Jennie Raugh
or Jamie Sasser to volunteer or more info!

Feb 9th Youth Wintergreen Tubing Trip, Times

Our PrimeTimers' Christmas Dinner is fast approaching. Mark your calendar for Friday, Dec. 7, 2018 at 6:00
P.M. in the Family Life Center at HRBC. Come join this festive event with entertainment and enjoy a catered
meal from O'Toole's restaurant. Dinner will consist of pork tenderloin, scalloped potatoes, green beans,
baked apples, yeast rolls with butter, and dessert. The cost of this event is $13.00 per person. Please contact
Jackie Maddra at (home) 794-8635 or (cell) at 387-7075 to make your reservation. You can also sign up
online just as you do with the Wednesday night dinners. All reservations will need to be turned in no later than
Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018 to enable us to submit a final count to O'toole's. Remember, no reservation is complete
without payment. Financial assistance is available if needed (See Matthew Hensley). For questions, please
contact Jackie Maddra. We hope that you will join us as we enter into this special time of year to celebrate the
birth of our Savior.

TBD

Lights! Camera! Action!

March 22-24 Mission Madness weekend

Be there on Sunday, January 20, at 5:30 pm. It’s a night you don’t want to miss . . . wear your pjs, bring a
blanket for seating, invite a few friends, and join the fun of Family Movie Night. Pizza is served at 5:30, popcorn starts popping at 5:45, and the big screen presentation rolls at 6:00. Movie selection is TBD, so if you
have a suggestion, please let Ms. Amanda know at amanda@hrbcrichmond.org.

in Williamsburg (Sign-ups will begin in January)
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